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From the Editor... 


Welcome to the latest, and final, N/ Bulletin for 2022. The summer doldrums (and heat) 
are now behind us, and fall shows abound. The ANA’s World’s Fair of Money, 
London’s Coinex, the Paris Numismatic Fair, and the Maastricht MIF Paper Money 
Fair (among many) will be complete by the time you receive this issue of the N/B, the 
London Coin Fair will be underway, and New York International is on the near horizon. 


In this issue we revisit the sometimes-notorious world of Caribbean countermarked 
coinage courtesy of David Wolfer. Alexandre de Barros returns to offer an overview 
of Portuguese coinage issued from the late 17" through early 19" centuries for its 
African colonies. Herman Blanton provides a census of Santa Fe (Bogota) Four Reales 
issues of the assayer Alonso de Anuncibay. Lastly, there is a brief glimpse at Giuseppe 
Bianchi’s virtuosic medallic interiors of the four Papal Basilicas in Rome. My 
apologies to John Stich as I have delayed the third and final installment of his article 
on the 12 Caesars; look for this in the upcoming Jan/Feb 2023 issue. 


As always, if you have an idea, a draft, a finished article — or anything in-between, 
please consider submitting it for a future issue of our Bulletin. | have a number a 
number of brief articles for the Jan/Feb issue, but could use one or two more lengthy 
ones to anchor the issue. 


Happy Holidays to all! 


MR 
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St. Vincent, West Indies 


& Its Legacy of Modern Fake Countermarks 
David Wolfer, NI #2793 


Numismatic research is rarely a straight-forward journey. With the cut and 
countermarked coins of the West Indies, the likelihood of following an indirect path in 
getting to the truth seems almost predestined since reliable documentation is scarce and 
both contemporary and modern forgeries are rife within the series. As a result, 
verifiable knowledge can be as highly prized by the collectors of West Indian coins as 
the coins themselves. 


For these reasons, any inquisitive numismatist dedicated to studying the West Indies 
cut and countermarked series will surely find comments that accompany lots in 
Baldwin’s Auction No. 8, Oct. 7, 1996, a catalog of the Ralph Gordon Collection, an 
informative read. 


Mr. Gordon wrote the book on West Indian countermarked gold! but his collecting 
interests also included silver, billon, and copper coins of the region as well. Peter 
Mitchell catalogued the sale for Baldwin’s, while thoughtfully acknowledging expert 
help from Bob Lyall and Ken Eckardt. From this team, a wealth of inside information 
is revealed again and again in succinct commentary among the material offered for 
sale. 


A portion of the Baldwin’s sale covered moneys produced on the island of St. Vincent. 
This Caribbean Island sits to the west of Barbados, south of St. Lucia and north of the 
Grenadines, in a stretch of the Lesser Antilles historically referred to as the Windward 
Isles (Figure 1). The Treaty of Paris in 1763 put the island firmly in the hands of the 
British. It is currently a member of the British Commonwealth of Nations. 


ar gt =~ mea 


Figure 1: St. Vincent’s location within the Windward Isles 


Local authorities began authorizing distinctive cut and countermarked coins as far back 
as 1797; however, it is with a small group of silver coins officially authorized for St. 
Vincent in 1811 that our discussion will focus. 


' West Indies Countermarked Gold Coins by Ralph C. Gordon. Erik Press. 1987. 
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The Numismatic Backstory 


Because of a dearth of small change circulating on St. Vincent in 1811, local 
administrators took steps to initiate legislation they hoped would remediate the 
situation. Pridmore writes (pgs. 194-195): 


A new form of cut money was to be introduced. Dollars and half dollars were 
to have a circular piece a 1/3 of their weight removed from the centre, and 
the [outer] rings and [central] plugs to circulate at separate values. 


The [Spanish colonial 8 reales] coins required for this new issue were 
apparently purchased in October, but when they were received a slight 
change in plans was made. The dollar was pierced in the manner proposed 
and the ring and the centre plug stamped for XII bitts or 9s.” [shillings] 
currency and VI bitts or 4s. 6d. [4 shillings 6 pence] currency respectively. 
In the case of the half dollar, it would seem that due to the possibility of 
confusion arising in distinguishing the half dollar ring and plug from the 
dollar ring and plug, the coin was not cut. It was, however, countermarked 
with the value IX bitts or 6s. 9d. currency, being its value proportionate to 
the whole dollar of 18 bitts as composed of the dollar ring and plug [12 bitts 
ring + 6 bitts plug]. [Emphasis Wolfer. ] 


Representative Images of St. Vincent (1811) Cut & Countermarked 
Emissions, per Pridmore 


Figure 2: Figure 3: Figure 4: 
VI-Bitts plug IX-Bitts XII-Bitts Ring Dollar 
(Cut from 8 Reales) (Punched into 4 Reales) (8 Reales cut ring) 
KVE 1281, ex KVE MF006, Pridmore Baldwin’s of St James 
Gordon, lot #114 plate coin NYINC 2019, lot #287 


Unbeknownst to Pridmore at the time, every “uncut” but countermarked St. Vincent 
IX-Bitts example that exists today can be traced to a modern forger who was producing 
fakes of the St. Vincent 1811 series sometime between 1910 and 1949. For this reason, 
we must view Pridmore’s comments “... in the case of the half dollar” as opinion rather 
than fact. 


One Bitt has a British rating of 9 pence. In comparison, a shilling is rated at 12 pence. 
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Peter Mitchell was instrumental in bringing the [X-Bitts forgeries to light. In an 
informative discourse, Mitchell presents evidence in the Baldwin’s Auction No. 8, Oct. 
7, 1996, Ralph Gordon collection that supports a claim of modern counterfeiting fraud 
associated with the St. Vincent cut and countermarked coins of 1811.3 Since Mitchell’s 
remarks remain highly applicable to collectors in active pursuit of the legitimate 
coinage of St. Vincent today, I am including them in their entirety below. 


The cataloguer has serious doubts about this piece in spite of a lack of time 
to research thoroughly. He believes it is the same hand that made the 
punches for the false VI-Bitts (see lot 117) and the XII Bitts, the false punch 
for which is in the possession of A. H. Baldwin & Sons Ltd (but mislaid at 
present). Suspicions having been aroused, it appears that- 


@ The 1811 legislation is for a ring VI- Bitts and a plug HI-Bitts 
(Pridmore p. 322).* 

(ii) Pridmore’s West Indies volume published in 1965 and the 
Howard D Gibbs auction sale catalogue of 1966 would seem the 
earliest record of the [[X-Bitts] denomination, although it should 
have been in existence for 150 years. 

(iii) The [IX-Bitts] host coins are + 25 years older than those of the 
XII-Bitts. There are four known, viz 


1772 Byrne 1093, ex Gibbs (not in sale) 
1779 Karon SCA 78, 813, ex Pridmore 350 
1783 Spink SCA 50, 209, ex Gibbs 1842 
1781 Gordon, ex ??? 


They are believed to be all from the same punch. 


The cataloguer recalled that a specimen had been sold by Glendining’s in 
the 1970’s (?), as yet not traced, but almost certainly the Gordon specimen. 
He also remembered the name of the dealer who had offered it to 
Glendining’s and so contacted him. He could not remember the date of the 
sale, but he did remember that it was bought by Spink, perhaps for £800, 
and the Gordon specimen has a Spink ticket with just such a cost. It had 
been the property of one M S Rolfe of Southend-on-Sea, a collector of 
English coins. The dealer understood that Rolfe had acquired it from a 
neighbor resident for a short time in Southend-on-Sea, one W C Wells. But 
the dealer was not aware of what he was saying, for W C Wells was a well- 
known forger, specifically for the XII and VI Bitts! 


Prior to publication of Mitchell’s revelation, the knowledge of W. C. Wells as “a well- 
known forger” appears to have been privileged information. Today, thanks to the 
Mitchell commentary, we are a bit wiser (by way of comparison) to the fact that the 


3 The Mitchell commentary supervenes Baldwin’s/St. Vincent lot #113, pgs. 18-19. Lot #113 
which is described as: “JX-Bitts, a Spanish 4-Reales 1781 Mexico FF, obv centrally 
countermarked with S above LX within shaped indent, 13.28 grams/204.9 grains (Pr 11).”” 

* Note: Mr. Mitchell is referring to a clause in the 1811 legislation calling for a Spanish colonial 
4 reales coin to have its center punched out; the center becoming the “III-Bitts plug” and the 
left-over outer “ring” then valued at VI-Bitts. No evidence currently exists of these pieces 
ever having been created - see previous comments re: Pridmore. 
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illicit fabrications of W. C. Wells currently infect all three denominations of the St. 
Vincent 1811 series—the silver VI, IX and XII-Bitts emissions. Unfortunately, this 
knowledge does not appear to be widespread. Even today, an occasional Wells forgery 
can and will bring sizable bids in the numismatic marketplace when represented as 
authentic. 


One notable example of proper selling restraint was shown by Dix Noonan Webb 
Auctioneers. A Wells [X-Bitts specimen dated 1783 (one of the four known spurious 
pieces listed by Mitchell in his Baldwin’s commentary) surfaced as Lot #280 in the 
Edward Roehrs Collection of cut & countermarked coins (Part 1) offered for sale 
September 28, 2010. The piece was accurately described as a Wells forgery in the 
DNW catalog and subsequently withdrawn before official commencement of the sale. 


Figure 5: Example of a Wells [X-Bitts forgery (on 4 Reales Mexico 1783). 
Withdrawn from Roehrs/DNW Sale Part 1- lot 280 (Image courtesy of Dix 
Noonan Webb Auctioneers) 


Unmasking W.C. Wells 


So, who was this numismatic dissembler of St. Vincent numismatic material that 
prompted Peter Mitchell’s eventual disclosure, anyways? William Charles Wells> 
emerges in the early decades of the 20th century, interestingly, as an active participant 
in British numismatics. He was a member of the British Numismatic Society, acting 
for a time as their treasurer, and wrote a number of in-depth articles on early English 
coinage that eventually earned him the Society’s prestigious Sanford Saltus Gold 
Medal in 1938. 


This “W. C.” Wells first stepped out of archival obscurity with a passing mention 
published in The Numismatic Circular, May 1905, of his participation in a talk by L. 


5 Wells, William Charles (1870-1949) Biographical and Other Notes-Originally from 
Northampton and then Wembley, Middlesex and South Benfleet, Essex. Original member 
of BNS, several articles and a book on Northampton tokens, and articles on Northampton, 
Southampton, Stamford and Peterborough Mints. His collection of coins and counterfeits 
were bought by Baldwin after his death. 
https://www. britnumsoc.org/images/BIOGRAPHIES/U_to_Z/Wells-WC-1870-1949-GMO- 
001 .pdf. Accessed 20220311. 
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A. Lawrence on, of all things, the subject “Forgery in Relation to Numismatics.” Wells 
contributed to the program by exhibiting “other examples of forged coins.” ° 


The same W. C. Wells is also known to have bequeathed an important collection of 
early English coins to the British Numismatic Society, which was then held in trust for 
the organization by A.H. Baldwin & Sons. The entire collection was subsequently sold 
through Baldwin’s to Sir Francis Hill, who then gifted it to the Lincolnshire Museum. 
Details of this chronology are found in an address given by Mr. Christopher Blunt that 
accompanied the opening of the new Coin Room at the Usher Gallery, Lincoln, on 
March 12, 1976. 


I feel very privileged to open this Exhibition, so largely centered round the 
collection of coins of the Lincoln and Stamford Mints, the very handsome 
gift to the Museum of my old friend Sir Francis Hill... 


Besides buying wisely over many years, Sir Francis was fortunate enough, 
through the good offices of the firm of Baldwins’ to secure intact the 
important collection of coins of the Stamford Mint made by Mr. W. C. 
Wells who died in 1949, and this forms the nucleus of his collection of 
coins of this mint.’ 


With such a stellar resume, it is hard to believe that this ‘gentleman’ would have been 
involved in falsifying the coinages of St. Vincent. Yet the slightest crack in a seemingly 
invincible numismatic persona shows up in a footnote accompanying commentary in 
The British Numismatic Society - A History on the awarding of the John Sanford Saltus 
Medal to Mr. Wells. 


[Footnote #27] Although W. C. Wells’s contemporaries recognized the 
assiduity with which Wells collected information about the issues of the 
mints of Northampton and Stamford, and accepted the merits of his 
resulting articles about these mints in BNJ, it is clear that they took a more 
cautious attitude to his personality and activities in general, for he was the 
only pre-war John Sanford Saltus medallist never to serve on the Society’s 
Council. 


Mystified by the reference made with regard to Mr. Wells “personality and activities”, 
I reached out to Ken Eckardt for help. Having corresponded with Ken for a number of 
years on matters pertaining to West Indian cut and countermarked coins, and having 
recently been referred back to him by Chris Webb? when attempting to contact Peter 
Mitchell on another matter through the firm of Dix Noonan Webb, I knew he would be 
my go-to source for information of this nature. Therefore, I emailed Ken requesting 
information on Wells. 


® See The Numismatic Circular and Catalogue of Coins, Tokens, Volume 13. Spink & Son. 
Pg. 8340. 

7 See Lincolnshire Museums Information Sheet- Numismatic Series No. 5. 

* https://www.britnumsoc.org/the-society/history 

° Email correspondence from Ken Eckardt dated 7th January 2022 - “As you can see your 
email to Peter Mitchell was forwarded onto me by Chris Webb of DNW. I am in fairly 
regular contact with Peter, but he is 88 now, I believe, and really out of the numismatic 
loop in general and most definitely out of the West Indies scene.” 
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Hi Ken... I was wondering if you could tell me whether the W C Wells 
that Peter Mitchell describes in the Baldwin's Gordon Auction as a "well- 
known forger" is the same W C Wells who was a member of the British 
Numismatic Society during the first half of the 20" century, who published 
a long list of articles on English numismatics in the BNJ, and who received 
their prestigious Sanford Saltus Gold Medal in 1938? 


In typical fashion, Ken was quick to respond: 


I was 99.9% sure Mr Wells the faker and Mr Wells the BNS recipient of 
the Sanford Saltus Gold Medal are one in the same. Just to be absolutely 
sure on the final 0.1% I rang Peter Mitchell and he confirmed that YES this 
is the same person. 


Wells was a very knowledgeable numismatist and had an amazing 
collection of early British Hammered coins. When he died the collection 
came to A. H. Baldwin & Sons and at the time Peter was sort of 'office 
boy’. Anytime any discussion on W. C. Wells took place in the office Peter 
was sent out on an errand and as such was never privy to specific 
discussions that took place regarding Wells. (Email dated Feb. 7, 2022.) 


After digesting the news confirming W. C. Wells’ stunning duplicity, it became clear 
that a closer look at his illicit work was warranted. I was aware of the specimen 
withdrawn from the Roehrs/DNW Sale, Part 1 back in 2010 and Ken Eckardt’s 
accompanying notes!° reiterating Peter Mitchell’s initial commentary from the 
Gordon/Baldwin’s Sale of 1996. But could other fake Wells coins still be slipping 
through the cracks even after at least two auction houses had made specific reference 
to them over the years? 


Tangible Evidence Emerges 


Answers to this question necessitated the recall of certain intelligence collected from a 
previous research project. Several months before the New York International 
Numismatic Convention (NYINC) was held in 2019, Ken Eckardt had requested my 
help in collating extant images of the St. Vincent XII-Bitts denomination for the 
purpose of assessing legitimacy. A collector had asked for his opinion on a specimen 
being auctioned by Baldwin’s during the week of the show (see Baldwin’s of St James 
Auction 27 - The New York Premier Sale, lot #287). I had some time and was happy to 
comply with the request. 


Ken sent over a number of images for inclusion in our St. Vincent study group. Among 
the material received was a photo Ken had taken of a Wells fake XII-Bitts punch 
stamped in lead. Ken explained that shortly after W.C. Wells’ death, the incriminating 
punch was discovered in a toolbox from his estate and subsequently relocated to the 
offices of Baldwin’s. 


"© Ken Eckardt catalogued the Roehrs Sale for Dix Noonan Webb - see Roehrs lot #280 for 
his remarks. 
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Figure 6: W. C. Wells false punch stamped in lead (Image: Ken Eckardt) 


Remembering this information, I reached out again to Ken for additional clarification, 
which resulted in the following correspondence. 


Jan. 17, 2022 

Hi David, 

I should have mentioned that the Punch from the Wells toolbox was lost at 
Baldwins. Peter Mitchell made the sample in lead for Edward. Sometime 
later I asked Peter if he could make a sample for me in lead and he came 
back saying that he could not locate the punch... no idea what could have 
happened to it... so chances of finding this punch are probably zero. 
Anyway, just thought you should know. 


Jan. 17, 2022 

Hi Ken, thanks for the update. You mention Peter making the sample for 
Edward - can I assume you mean Edward Roehrs? Also, any idea where 
the lead sample is today? 


Jan. 17, 2022 

Yes, Peter made the sample for Edward Roehrs. Edward had left 
instructions with his wife Helena that all his ‘Black Museum Fakes’ were 
to come to me [after his passing] to combine with the already extensive 
collection of fakes I had assembled. The lead sample was in that group, so 
I now own it. As you can see from the image sent to you [back in 2019], 
the Puerto Rico environment had started to affect the lead. I now keep the 
piece in a plastic capsule. 


Obviously, the Wells fake punch is critically important to any attempt at sorting the 
good from the bad when it comes to the cut and countermarked coinage of St. Vincent. 
We are fortunate today that this evidence ended up with Ken for safekeeping. Details 
of the punch allow for comparisons that would not have been possible otherwise. 


Applying the Evidence 


Even a cursory inspection of the lead stamp in Ken’s possession reveals a diagnostic 
detail that can be used to positively identify any Wells-falsified St. Vincent XII-Bitts, 
IX-Bitts and VI-Bitts product. This outcome is purely a stroke of luck when viewed 
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from the standpoint of West Indian numismatics, since conclusive determinations of 
authenticity for the St. Vincent 1811 material would be extremely difficult today 
without the capacity to trace the following diagnostic to an illegitimate source. 


Two of the St. Vincent IX-Bitts coins identified as Wells fabrications by Peter Mitchell 
are pictured below (Figures 7 and 8). A closeup of the countermark stamped on each 
coin accompanies the obverse and reverse images. When compared against the Wells 
punch, the distinct style of the ‘S’ (in particular, the finish of its lower tail) stamped 
into both [X-Bitts forgeries has no problem matching up with the lead sample created 
by Peter Mitchell. In no way, shape or form does this detail match the countermark of 
any authentic St. Vincent coins produced in 1811. 


Ey = Diy S 


Figure 7: St. Vincent 2"¢ series, [X-Bitts, 1779FF Mo, Pridmore #11 (same 
coin) 


qaaititay 
ant 


Figure 8: St. Vincent 2" series, [X-Bitts, 1783FF Mo, MF-007 Ex Roehrs, Part 
I, Lot 280; David Spink collection, Lot 209; H.D. Gibbs collection, Lot 1842. 
Punch double-struck. 


Because duplication of the ‘S’ diagnostic is so readily observable, it is easy to see how 
Peter Mitchell, et al, came to the conclusion that the [X-Bitts coins were modern Wells 
forgeries and why, today, all St. Vincent [X-Bitts denominational countermarks 
currently extant can be used as positive identifiers for comparing any other Well’s 
examples still outstanding. 


Wells was a master at attending to convincing detail when it came to his falsifications. 
From the two examples above, we see indications of surface wear, lettering placed at 
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different pitches, and intentional doubling- all the inconsistencies one might expect to 
find on an original punch hand-engraved and struck under less-than-ideal conditions in 
an island workshop tasked with producing emergency currencies. Even the outline of 
the indent varies from one piece to the next. Wells was obviously using his depth of 
knowledge acquired from years of research into early English coins to assist with 
establishing the believability of these illegitimate renderings. The same deviousness 
can also be observed in the VI & XI-Bitts forgeries he produced (Figures 9 through 
12). 


Examples of the Wells fake St. Vincent VI-Bitts Plugs 


Figure 10: Another Wells stamp on VI-Bitts plug. KVE #MF-010, ex Roehrs. 
(~2x) 


" KVE = Kenneth V. Eckardt Collection. MF = Modern Forgery. 
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Figure 11: Wells fake stamp on French ecu, 1779 w/central piercing also 
falsely excised by Wells. KVE MF-004. No authentic St. Vincent XII-Bitts 
specimens are known to have utilized a French ecu as host. 


—— et 


Heritage 410-17615 Heritage 3097-30367 


Figure 12: Heritage 2022 NYINC Auction - HA #3097/lot 30367, NGC 
#6062272-008. The same coin was previously sold by Heritage - HA Auction 
#410/lot #17615, uncertified - in June of 2006. 


“Heritage Auctions guarantees that every coin we sell is authentic, and relies on the 
verification services provided by third-party grading companies. In this case, the coin was 
reviewed, graded and encapsulated by NGC, which provides its own guarantee of 
authenticity. On the rare occasion that new evidence surfaces concerning a coin’s 
authenticity, it is incumbent upon both NGC, as well as Heritage, to review the coin, refund 
the buyer and ensure the coin is removed from circulation. — Heritage Auctions.” 


Once again, more Wells sophistry is on display with the two XII-Bitts examples plated 
above (Figures 11 and 12). An obvious difference between both stamps is the leg 
thickness on the letter ‘X’. However, if the image of one is flipped over using a bit of 
digital gimmickry, a mirror image of itself is created, and the ‘X’ becomes a match to 
the other specimen (Figure 13). Manipulating letter punches was obviously not beyond 
the scope of Wells’ metalsmithing talents. 
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KVE MF-004 HA 3097-30367 


Figure 13: KVE MF-004 (left), and in negative (center). Letter ‘X’ now 
matches (right). 


Wells was constantly creating subtle modifications to his punches for the sole intent of 
misleading even the most expert evaluators tasked with authenticating these very rare 
coins of St. Vincent. Evidence suggests that Wells believed minor modifications were 
typical of the countermarking process that attended original issuances, particularly 
when it came to the official reworking of worn punches by metalsmiths tasked with 
keeping these die-punches in production. 


Conclusions: 


There is currently no doubt that W. C. Wells is guilty of fabricating fake copies of St. 
Vincent VI, IX & XII-Bitts coins. The fortunate discovery of a false punch in his 
toolbox assures us of this knowledge. When balanced against the backdrop of 
unsubstantiated yet inevitable speculation encouraged by a limited archival database 
and the profound number of contemporary and modern forgeries embedded within the 
available stock of West Indian material, finding irrefutable evidence of this sort is truly 
a windfall not to be ignored. 


Pridmore described the St. Vincent [X-Bitts emission as legitimate, unknowingly using 
as his evidence a Wells counterfeit. Today, we must view his comments as an educated 
guess subsequently discredited by knowledge of the Wells forgeries. The possibility 
must be considered that due to insufficient availability of Spanish colonial 4 Reales the 
St. Vincent authorities simply did not use this coin in any modified form in relation to 
their 1811 action. 


Until well-intentioned guesswork can be properly vetted against the rare tidbits of truth 
that occasionally surface, the field of West Indian cut and countermarked emissions 
will likely maintain its well-deserved reputation as a numismatic minefield. In the 
meantime, a cautionary approach by all parties involved in trading and researching this 
type of material will continue to be required. After all, who can say if St. Vincent is the 
only West Indies Isle abused by Wells’ considerable talent? For now, we can only 
wonder whether any other islands may have struck his fancy. 
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About image sizes: 
Full coin images are shown actual size. Plugs are actual size except where noted. Punch 


marks are enlarged for clarity. For reference the Spanish colonial milled 8 Reales is 
approximately 39-41 mm, (the French Ecu a bit broader), the 4 Reales 34-35 mm. 
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An Exceptional Salut d’Or 
Classical Numismatic Group, LLC (CNG) 


ANGLO-GALLIC. Henry VI. 1422-1461. AV Salut d’Or (26mm, 3.47 g, 7h). Rouen 
mint; mm: leopard; Etienne Marcel, moneyer. Struck 1433-1444. hEHRICVS : DEI: 
GRA : FRACORV : Z: AGLIE€ : REX, scene of the Annunciation: Mary and Gabriel 
with plaque inscribed AVE above coats-of-arms of France and England; pellet-in- 
annulet below last letter / XPC’ VIACIT XPC’ REGHA XPC’ ImPERAT, plain cross; 
lis to left, leopard to right, h below, all within tressure; pellet-in-annulet below last 
letter, mullet stops. Elias 270c; Poey d'Avant 3181. Superb EF. 


NI 
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Numismatic Legacy of Portuguese Africa (1690s-1800s) 
Alexandre de Barros, NI #2201 


Nearly two centuries before the so-called Scramble for Africa, the Portuguese were the 
first Europeans to issue coinage for circulation in the African territories claimed in the 
name of their king. It all began in the 15 century when Prince Henry, the Navigator, 
son of King John I, began to organize maritime expeditions to explore the coast of West 
Africa. Under his patronage several discoveries were made both on the continent and 
in the Atlantic. In 1462 the pilot Diogo Cao arrived at a region on the coast of 
Southwest Africa and claimed it in the name of the Portuguese Crown. Soon trade 
began with the natives which intensified in the following centuries. In the 1600s 
settlements were established and in their contacts with the Africans, the Portuguese 
noticed that they used an unusual type of primitive copper, bracelet-shaped money 
known as “manilas” (or “manilas”’) in their trade with other tribes. These manilas soon 
became the trade mark of the slave trade. Immediately following this discovery, other 
European powers ordered the manufacture of similar objects and brought large 
quantities of them to be used in their trade with the natives (Figure 1). 


In 1693 under King Peter II, the first 
coins to be issued by a European colonial 
power in Africa were introduced and 
intended to circulate in a region which 
became known as Africa Portuguesa 
(Portuguese Africa), now Angola. Those 
coppers in the denominations X and XX 
Reis were made at the Oporto mint and 
were issued until 1699. Subsequently, a 
V Reis denomination was added to the 
series. This latter type is extremely rare. 
The obverse legend reads MODERATO 
SPLENDEAT VSV. Mint mark P 
(Porto). The reverse legend reads 
PETRVS II DG PORTVG R D 
AETHIOP" (Figure 2). 


Figure 1: An example of a manilla 
made for the West African slave 
trade. Styles and degree of flare at 


the ends varied among the various These remarkable coins, with the 

European issuers (Image courtesy exception of the V Reis, were also 

Wikipedia) authorized to circulate in Brazil after 
1704. 


"2 The reference to Aethiop has nothing to do with Ethiopia, the term being used here as a generic 
name for Africa. 
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X Reis. 1697. AE, 31 mm. Oporto XX Reis. 1697. AE, 36 mm. Oporto 
Mint. Gomes 02.03. Mint. Gomes 03.04. 


Figure 2: Examples of Portugal’s 1693-9 X and XX Reis coinage for use in 
Portuguese Africa. 


In the 18 and 19" centuries, Portuguese Africa became an important hub in the 
transatlantic slave trade, necessitating additional coin emissions. Under King Joseph, 
the Lisbon mint issued a series of four denominations also in Roman numerals, namely 
V, X, XX and XL Reis, beginning in 1752 with the obverse legend IOSEPHUS ID G 
P ET D GUINEAE (“Joseph I, by the Grace of God, King of Portugal and Duke of 
Guinea"). The reverse carries the legend PECVNIA TOTVM CIRCVMIT ORBEM 
(“Money circulates around the world”) around an armillary sphere. This legend is one 
of the most appropriate and creative ever to be engraved on coins anywhere. As 
coinage, this series is quite impressive, particularly the XL Reis (28.68 g; 40mm). 
These coins were also authorized to circulate in Brazil. Figure 3 illustrates examples of 
the XX and XL Reis denominations of this issue. 
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XX Reis. 1753. AE, 35 mm. Lisbon XL Reis. 1757. AE, 40 mm. Lisbon 
Mint. Gomes 03.02. Mint. Gomes 04.02. 


Figure 3: Examples of Portugal’s 1752-7 XX (left) and XL (right) Reis coinage 
for use in Portuguese Africa. 


Under King Joseph a denomination called the Macuta began to be struck for use in 
Portuguese colonial West Africa, generically known as Portuguese Africa. Those were 
also very well-made coins with multiple and sub-multiple denominations both in 
copper and silver (Figure 4). On the obverse, the denomination appears in the centre 
within a circle of dots. Around the perimeter a date is shown accompanied by the legend 
AFRICA PORTUGUEZA. On the reverse, the name and title of the King are given 
surrounding the Portuguese coat of arms. In the 19" century Macuta coins were 
stamped by subsequent Portuguese kings to double their value. 


Figure 4 depicts both a 4 Macuta dated 1770 and a | Macuta dated 1763, later (1837) 
stamped with the crowned shield to double its value. These coins were struck at the 
Lisbon mint. 
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Y% Macuta. 1770. AE, 32 mm. Lisbon 1 Macuta. 1763, with 2 Macuta c/m 
Mint. Gomes 06.05. (1837). AE, 43 mm. Lisbon Mint. 
Gomes 05.02. 


Figure 4: Examples of Portugal’s Macuta coinage for use in Portuguese Africa. 


Another series of Macutas was struck at the Rio de Janeiro mint under King John VI. 
Examples of the %, % and 1 Macuta are provided in Figure 5. 
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1814. % Macuta. AE, 1814. % Macuta. AE, 1814. 1 Macuta. AE, 36 
25 mm. Rio de Janeiro 32 mm. Riode Janeiro mm. Rio de Janeiro Mint. 
Mint. Gomes 01.01. Mint. Gomes 02.01. Gomes 03.02. 


Figure 5: Examples of Macuta coinage from the Rio de Janeiro mint for use in 
Portuguese Africa. 


The colonial coinage struck for circulation in Portuguese South-West Africa (Angola) 
is remarkable. The coins are well struck and are among the most impressive ever struck 
by any European colonial power for circulation in Africa. The main users of these coins 
were settlers who owned businesses, traded in slaves, or lived in the territory. The 
native population, in general, was very reluctant in accepting coins when dealing with 
the Europeans and preferred receiving payments in their money in an indigenous form, 
like manillas and cowry shells. For the natives, those objects had magical and religious 
properties and were used on a large scale well into the 20" century. 


Another Portuguese colony for which coins were struck is the St. Thomas and Prince 
Islands, located in the Gulf of Guinea. In the 19" century, under John, as Prince Regent 
and later as King John VI, coinage from the Brazilian Rio de Janeiro and (Salvador de) 
Bahia mints was issued in the denominations 20, 40 and 80 Reis (Figures 6 through 9). 
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1815. 20 Reis. AE, 25 mm. Rio de Janeiro Mint. Gomes 01.02. 


Figure 6: 20 Reis specimen issued under John as Prince Regent for the St. 
Thomas and Prince Islands. 


1813. 80 Reis. AE, 35 mm. Rio de Janeiro Mint. Gomes 03.02. 


Figure 7: 80 Reis specimen issued under John as Prince Regent for the St. 
Thomas and Prince Islands. 


1819. 40 Reis. AE, 30 mm. Bahia Mint. Gomes 02.02. 


Figure 8: 40 Reis specimen issued under King John VI for the St. Thomas and 
Prince Islands. 
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1819. 80 Reis. AE, 35 mm. Bahia Mint. Gomes 03.01. 


Figure 9: 80 Reis specimen issued under King John VI for the St. 
Thomas and Prince Islands. 


After Brazilian independence in 1822, the same types of coins were issued at the Lisbon 
mint and dated 1825 (Figure 10). 


a i 
Mh 
} 


1825. 20 Reis. AE, 25 1825. 40 Reis. AE, 30 1825. 80 Reis. AE, 35 mm. 
mm. Lisbon Mint. mm. Lisbon Mint. Lisbon Mint. 
Gomes 01.05. Gomes 02.08. Gomes 03.04. 


Figure 10: St. Thomas and Prince Islands 20, 40, and 80 Reis specimens struck 
in Lisbon after Brazilian independence. 
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Another Portuguese territory in Africa for which coins were struck is Mozambique. 
Situated in South-East Africa, Mozambique was claimed as Portuguese territory by 
Admiral Vasco de Gama on his discovery voyage of 1498. The first coins issued for 
circulation in Mozambique were struck at the Goa mint in India in 1725. These copper 
coins are scarce to rare. Also, in the 18" century, coinage in silver and gold was struck 
for Mozambique. These emissions are very rare. In the early 19" century, under King 
John VI, coins similar to the types issued for St. Thomas and Prince, but dated 1820, 
were struck at the Rio de Janeiro mint for circulation in Mozambique (Figure 11). 


1820. 40 Reis. AE, 30 mm. Rio de 1820. 80 Reis. AE, 35 mm. Rio de 
Janeiro Mint. Gomes 02.02. Janeiro Mint. Gomes 03.01. 


Figure 11: Mozambique 40 and 80 Reis specimens struck in Rio de Janeiro for 
Mozambique. 


A little over two decades later, a very interesting type of coin denominated as an Onca 
(e.g., ounce) was issued in silver for Mozambique in 1843 and 1845. The rectangular 
shape of those coins is unusual for a Portuguese colonial issue. These pieces are scarce 
to rare (Figure 12). 
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1843. Onca (6 Cruzados). AR, 33 x 22 1845. Onca (6 Cruzados). c/m (1851). 
mm. Lisbon Mint. Gomes 12.01. AR, 33 x 22 mm. Lisbon Mint. Gomes 
12.02. 


Figure 12: Mozambique Oncas struck in Lisbon for use in Mozambique. 


Demand for money was so high in Mozambique in the 18" and 19" centuries that the 
Portuguese authorities had to make use of coins from different sources, including 
foreign coins, counter-marked “M”, or a combined “MR?” to satisfy the needs of 
commerce, augmenting the coinage specifically struck for the island. 


Collecting colonial coins from Africa can be a fascinating challenge for numismatists. 
Portuguese colonial issues, in particular, are very notable. Those were coins issued by 
a small and impoverished European country that viewed colonialism - and even slavery 
- as valid instruments to promote the development and well-being of its nationhood and 
people. No other European colonial power issued so many types of copper, silver and 
gold coins for circulation in Africa from the 17" to the 19" centuries. Many of those 
coins are beautiful, large, heavy, well struck and impressive. 
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The Papal Basilica Interiors of Giuseppe Bianchi 
Mike Ross, NI #2845 


Giuseppe Bianchi was an Italian engraver, born in Cantalupo di Tivoli in 1808 and 
moved to Rome with his family when very young. By the age of 15 he was employed 
at a copper plate engraving studio; later he opened his own seal-engraving shop. He 
tried his hand at the art of die engraving and minting only in middle age, having learned 
its secrets by attending the Scuola della Medaglia dell’Ospizio Apostolico. In 1851 he 
created a medal for Pius [X for the newly restored altar of the Lateran Basilica. He 
followed with a number of annual medals on a contract basis and was employed directly 
by the Mint of Rome beginning in 1859. He refused to transition "to the service of the 
Piedmontese" following Italian unification in 1870, thereby limiting his activity to 
Vatican commissions. Due to poor health, in the waning days of his life, he was assisted 
by his son Francesco. In June 1877 Giuseppe Bianchi was given the title of “/ncisore 
dei Sacri Palazzi ex Pontificis voluntate” (Engraver of the Sacred Palaces, by the will 
of the Pope); he died that November. 


As an engraver to the Pope, Bianchi’s medals were of course religious-themed with 
iconography ranging from architecture to portraiture to New Testament scenes and 
more. His medals were typically 43 mm in diameter and largely issued in bronze and 
silver. The relatively small size of these medals tends to undersell his talent, 
particularly with architectural subjects. However, between 1851 and 1869 Bianchi 
engraved four dies of 82 mm diameter to celebrate milestones associated with the four 
Papal Basilicas of the Catholic SUED Aree 


PRATI 


Church, all located in Rome DOr Bee fi oe eo) 
(Figure 1) - St. Peter’s (Figure 2), o Visti waeex 
: 7 jasilica Papale 

St. John Lateran, SE Mary Major a Santa Marla Magglore CREA 


: : z Campo de’ Fiori Sth-century church. 
(Figure 3), and St. Paul Outside the pio 9 . 9 2 
Walls. These medals are a tour de Colosseo Sea ee 
i i p Basilica di S 
force in the hand-engraving art — VillaDoria Circo Massimo @) @ siovanniin Laterano 1 
¢ Pamphili CELIO Historic cathedral & 


the large diameter, deep relief, By eee ey IEA 
Terme di Caracalla e 


attention to detail, and perspective a 
rendering are equal to, if not SIANICOLENSE B Parco Regiénale feo Nee 
arguably better than, the a ee ealasi 

architectural interiors of Pee aie 
contemporary medalist Jacques ee EPaciecatenss tees ae 
Wiener. The two _ illustrated paolo fuor le Mure ~ | E, 
specimens are uniface restrikes nea AL Ty Pres ache, 

each made of gold-plated white < : * ARDEATINO 

metal. These dies were used Figure 1: Locations of the four Major 
multiple times across the reigns of _— Basilicas within Rome (Image courtesy of 
three Popes; unfortunately, their Google Maps). 


uniface nature precludes accurate 
dating of these particular specimens. All of these medals are scarce, though mintages 
are not recorded. These medals are documented in two works by Franco Bartolotti: 


e La medaglia annuale dei Romani Pontefice, da Paolo V a Paolo VI (1605-1967) 
(Rimini: Cosmi 1967). 

e Le medaglie pontifice di massimo modulo da Pio IX a Pio XI (Rimini: Garattoni 
1971) 
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fd a ee re es a Se 
Figure 2: View of the Interior of St. Peter’s Basilica. AV-plated White Metal. 82 
mm. Originally struck in 1854; uniface restrike, late 19" cent. Image enlarged 
1.5x. 


Figure 3: Interior of St. Mary Major. AV-plated White Metal. 82 mm. 
Originally struck in 1864; Uniface restrike, late 19" century. (Image reduced to 
90%) 
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Santa Fe (Bogota) Four Reales of Assayer Alonso de Anuncibay 
Herman Blanton, NI# LM115 


The most famous of the Spanish colonial coinage are the silver 8 Reales, or “Spanish 
Dollars,” especially the milled coins commencing at Mexico City in 1732 and then later 
elsewhere. Before milled coinage began the coins were struck by hand. This article 
concems hand-hammered 4 Reales (half dollars) struck at Santa Fe (Bogota) under the 
control of assayer Alonso de Anuncibay, specifically Restrepo (2012) catalogue 
number M35-6. The obverse shows the Habsburg arms with the peripheral legend 
starting to right of the crown and reading PHILIPPVS IIII D G. The reverse has a cross 
with castles and lions interposed among the 4 arms of a cross. The legend normally 
starts at 12 o’clock reading clockwise HISPANIARVM REX and followed by a four- 
digit date. The mint mark is NR (Nuevo Reino), in reference to the New Kingdom of 
Granada. The region’s capital was Santa Fe de Bogota - today the capital of Colombia. 


Part of the fascination and intrigue of Spanish colonial cobs is the quality of their 
manufacture. Most Colombian (Santa Fe and Cartagena) cobs are difficult to interpret 
due to the lack of visible design features. The dies were prepared full size but the 
planchets were generally smaller diameter such that few coins show the entire design. 
Furthermore, the handmade planchets were of irregular shape and thickness. The result 
is that most specimens show only part of the intended design. Dr. Restrepo produced a 
helpful drawing of a similar coin, but of an 8 Reales instead of 4 Reales, otherwise the 
drawing is much like the assayer “A” 4 Reales (Figure 1). 


Figure 1: Restrepo’s drawing of a 1634 NeReA 8 Reales of assayer Alonso de 
Anuncibay 


Alonso de Anuncibay, whose assayer mark is “A”, was the confirmed assayer at the 
Santa Fe mint from 1632-1642. My research reveals only five confirmed specimens of 
the silver 4 Reales denomination of this assayer. Two additional specimens may be 
assayer “A” but are not yet confirmed. All seven specimens are identified in this article. 


Two other Santa Fe assayers used the mark “A”. We do not know the name of the first 
assayer “A” for coins dated 1621-22 although we have three candidates (Restrepo 
2012: 59). Buenaventura de Arce 1692-1722 also used “A” as his mark but more 
frequently used VA, ARC and ARCE. The style of his silver coins is different than 
those of Anuncibay. In this article assayer “A” coins are those of Alonso de Anuncibay. 
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Background 


Assayer “A” coins were unknown to numismatists until the £7 Mesuno treasure was 
discovered on the west bank of the Magdalena River, near Honda, Colombia in the year 
1936.'3 Thousands of gold 2 Escudos (doubloons) were discovered and of those 
specimens that showed an assayer mark most were assayer “A”. In the decades 
following the El Mesuno discovery the assayer “A” gold coins became established in 
the numismatic literature, but not so with the silver coins. 


The earliest published assayer “A” silver coin is in Robert Nesmith’s “A Hoard of the 
First Silver Coins of Nuevo de Granada (Colombia)” in 1958. The coin is a 2 Reales 
and the only assayer “A” coin in the hoard (coin number 3e). It was sold in Stack’s 
Bowers sale of the Eldorado collection in January 2018 as lot 11070. 


A likely source for assayer “A” silver coins is the shipwreck of the Nuestra Senora de 
la Concepcion which sank off the coast of the Dominican Republic in 1641. Coins from 
this wreck were offered in two Henry Christensen auctions - May 14, 1982 and Dec 
20, 1991. A few assayer “A” coins were offered but none of them were Santa Fe 4 
Reales. Of the Concepcion coins that have come to market since Christensen, to my 
knowledge, no assayer “A” 4 reales has appeared. 


In Colombia before 1978 numismatists thought that assayers were distinct between 
gold and silver coins. Frank Sedwick (1985: 1316) mentioned this; “Alonso de 
Anuncibay, previously thought to be an assayer of gold cobs only.” 1 think this is 
because assayer “A” was discovered among the gold coins of the El Mesuno treasure 
but silver coins of assayer “A” were unknown. Regardless of how this opinion was 
derived it was the common assumption among Colombian numismatists. I recall Dr. 
Jorge E. Restrepo relating to me the thrill that Sr. Alberto Lozano Villegas had when 
he (Lozano) found his first assayer “A” coin in silver. The coin proved to him that 
assayer “A” was for silver as well as gold. The Nesmith coin mentioned above was 
either unknown to Colombian numismatists or else they were unconvinced. Now some 
four decades later, I can only surmise who knew what, but it seems to me that my 
analysis is accurate. In a 1986 article, Lozano listed both a 2 Reales assayer “A” and 4 
Reales assayer “A” as unpublished (i.e., “No registradas en catalogo”). Lozano cited 
these two coins as being from his own collection. Neither of the two coins show a date 
but Lozano recorded them as 1632 (Possibly because that was the first year of 
Anuncibay’s tenure). The Lozano 4 Reales is among the specimens cataloged below. 
One of the conclusions reached in this article is that the Lozano 4 Reales is indeed 
1632. 


I am presenting the data in the order of analysis which is backwards of the typical 
exposition of taking a coin and referencing it to known like specimens. I am doing this 
because to-date there is no published die analysis. I studied the coins and grouped them 
together by distinctions and assigned die numbers. Three of the specimens come from 
published collections: The Alberto Lozano Villegas collection, the ANS (American 
Numismatic Society) and the (Ponterio) Joseph Lasser collection. The ANS specimen 
has an accession date of 1969 but to my knowledge the coin has not been published. 


'3 Revista del Banco de la Repiiblica, Ano IX, No. 109, noviembre 20 de 1936, Bogota. Article ““El 
tesoro de “El Mesuno”” p. 385. According to the article the discovery was made August 22, 1936. 
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The census is arranged below in chronological order of publication with the five 
confirmed specimens followed by two related specimens. 


Census 


The five known and two candidate specimens and their associated die pairings are 
summarized in Figure 2. 


Specimen Number Provenance Obverse Die | Reverse Die 
1 Lozano 1 A 
2 Private Collection 3 C 
3 Elsen 3 D 
4 Sincona 3 Cc 
5 ANS 1 B 
6 Cayon 2 A 
7 Ponterio 2 A 


Figure 2: Summary table of the known assayer “A” 4 Reales specimens 


The obverse and reverse die characteristics are first compared, and then the individual 
specimens with their associated historical information and analysis are provided. 


Die Census — Obverse Dies 


Obverse Die 1 


Alberto Lozano Villegas _ANS 1969.222.2641 


eS 


. See SS 
Castle/Lion order, NRA arranged vertically left of shield / value IIII arranged 
vertically right of shield. Peripheral legend within inner and outer ring. 

Die markers: A of NRA pushed into R and covering the dot between R and A if 
there was one. The left edge of the shield has a hip or extension at the bottom of the 
assayer mark, this serves as a die marker for study. Left side of shield extends left at 
bottom of A. Top of Granada (triangle at bottom of shield) meets at center of 
Flanders & Tyrol (small shield on lower part of Habsburg shield). 
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Obverse Die 2 


PHILIPPVS IIII DG, Lion/Castle order, (NRA) left of shield / III] right. Peripheral 
legend with outer ring (assumed as typical design) and inner. Neither of the two 
known specimens show the assayer mark therefore this die is not confirmed for 
assayer “A,” however it is a strong candidate as we find it paired with reverse “die 
A” dated 1632. See Cayon specimen commentary regarding assayers “P” and “A”. 
Die markers: Left bird of Naples & Sicily pushed against cross (X) forming a curve 
at left center of cross. Top of Granada (triangle at bottom of shield) meets Flanders 
& Tyrol (small shield on lower part of Habsburg shield) right of center. 


Obverse Die 3 


Sincona 63-1317 


n 
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PHILIPPVS III DG, Lion/Castle order, NRA left of shield / III right. Peripheral 
legend with outer ring (but without inner ring). 

Die markers: R of NRA is misshapen. Lower section of Aragon (vertical bars 
between Castile & Leon and Naples & Sicily) has a horizontal line across it, most 
distinct adjacent to box holding bottom right lion (looks like protrusion out of the 
box). Top two sides of Granada (triangle at bottom of shield) separated at Flanders 
& Tyrol (small shield on lower part of Habsburg shield). Right bird of Naples & 
Sicily pushes out right side of the Habsburg shield; a very helpful die marker. 


Die Census — Reverse Dies 


Note: Even though it appears there are two different lion punches used on these seven 
specimens it is more logical that only one single punch was used. This topic needs a 
full exploration. 


Reverse Die A 


Ponterio & Associates 
137-377 


Castle/lion in correct order. These specimens, Lozano, Cay6n and Ponterio, all share 
the same reverse die. The reverse legend “HISPANIARVM REX date” begins just 
after 12 o’clock, per the intended design. The legend is enclosed by an outer and 
inner ring of elongated beads. The Cay6n specimen shows a clear four-digit date 
1632. Since all three specimens are same die the date is the same, 1632. 

Die markers: Compare the position of the various arcs with the cross, castles and 
lions. Observation: the top lion’s tail ends in a spade shape. 


Alberto Lozano Villegas Cayon, 1998: 5775a 
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Reverse Die B 


Castle/lion in correct order. Date is be 
“HISPANIARVM REX date” begins just after 12 o’clock, per the intended design. 
The legend is enclosed by an outer (assumed) and inner ring of square-shaped beads. 
ANS specimen shows a partial date; the last two digits could be read as 33 or 55. 
Based on personal experience I don’t believe the digits are different (e.g., 35 or 53). 
Given the assayer mark “A” on the obverse, the date is 1633 as 1655 is outside his 
tenure (1632-42) and the design is incorrect for 1655 (it would be columnar design). 
Die markers: The lions have their front foot tilted. The lion has a broken tail before 
the ball at the end. Three of the arcs (top, bottom and left) intersect the cross arms; 
the right may intersect. The inner arc at the end of the left cross arm intersects the 
arm on the ANS specimen which distinguishes it from reverse die A on which the 
arc meets the end (butts against) of the arm, cf: die A specimens. 


Reverse Die C 


Private Collection Sincona 63-1317 
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a 


‘ La a < a 4 < 
Bottom castle Bottom castle 
Lion/castle order reversed. Reverse legend “HISPANIARVM REX date” must begin 
at 3 o’clock because of the position of the ISPAN and puts the date (not visible) at 
12 to 3 o’clock. The legend is enclosed by an outer ring but no inner. 
Die markers: The “S” of HISPANIARVM meets the apex of the bottom right 
double arc. The lions have a spade shaped end of the tail and their front foot is down 
flat. Most distinctive is the bottom castle with the inner arc meeting at the middle of 
the bottom of the left side. 


Reverse Die D 


es 
Bottom castle 


Jean Elsen 105-709 


Lion/castle order (reversed). The reverse legend “HISPANIARVM REX date” must 
begin at 3 o’clock because of the position of the “IS” and puts the date (not visible) 
at 12 to 3 o’clock. The “I” is clear at 3:30 o’clock and a faint “S” at 4:00 o’clock. 
There is no inner ring beneath the legend. 

Die markers: The lions have their front foot tilted. The lion has a broken tail before 
the ball at the end. Bottom lion back foot is over top of the inner arc. The reverse die 
very similar but not the same as Die C; compare bottom castle position relative to 
double arc. 
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Coin Census 


Specimen 1 (Don Alberto Lozano Villegas Specimen) 
Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 Reales, assayer A (Anuncibay); dies 1A 


B & C Subastas, 2a Subasta de billetes y monedas de Colombia, 
December 6, 2005, Lot 249 


249. Felipe IV. 4 Reales. N.R. (Santa Fe). Sin Fecha. (1632-42). A Ensayador 
Alonso de Anuncibay. RL M35-6. Peso 13,7 gr. Es la fotografiada en el catalogo 
(pag. 20). MUY RARA. $5’500.000 


Commentary: The date is not visible on this specimen but is 1632 because it uses the 
same reverse die as Cayon 5775a. 
Provenance and Listings: 

e Sedwick, Frank. “In Search of Colombian Cobs,” The Numismatist, 
Volume 98, Number 7, July 1985: 1312-1323. Colorado Springs, 
Colorado: American Numismatic Association, 1985. The obverse is 
illustrated on p. 1317 with image credit to Dr. Jorge Restrepo of 
Medellin. 

e Lozano Villegas, Alberto. “La moneda en el Nuevo Reino de Granada 
acufiaciones macuquinas de plata” in Boletin No. 100, Ano XXII, Junio 
de 1986. San Nicolas, Buenos Aires, Argentina: Instituto de 
Numismatico e Historia de San Nicolas de Los Arroyos, pp. 265-71. 
Photograph number 4, 13.65 grams, 30x32mm. Lozano says unlisted, 
“No registradas en catalogo,” and I assume he consulted Calicé 1985. 
Lozano gave the date as 1632 but the coin does not show a date. 

e Restrepo, Jorge Emilio and Joseph R Lasser. Macuquinas de Colombia 
(The Cobs of Colombia, South America). Medellin: 1998. Pages 20 & 
77, M35-6, illustrated. 

e Lasser, Joseph R. and Jorge Emilio Restrepo. The Cob Coinage of 
Colombia. Second edition, English language. New York: Pertinax 
Press, 2000. Pages 58 & 119, M35S-6, illustrated. 

e B&C Subastas, 2a Subasta de billetes y monedas de Colombia. Bogota: 
December 6, 2005. Lot 249, RL M35.6, 13.7 grams. Starting Price COP 
5,500,000 (USD = COP 2,100). Unsold. 


166 


November / December 2022 NI Bulletin Vol. 57 Nos. 11/12 


B & C Subastas. 4a. Subasta de Billetes y Monedas de Colombia. 
Bogota: November 24, 2006. Lot 156, RL M35.6, 13.7 grams. Starting 
Price COP 4,000,000 (USD = COP 2,400). Unsold. 

B & C Subastas. V. Subasta de Billetes y Monedas de Colombia. 
Bogota: December 12, 2007. Lot 119, RL M35.6, 13.7 grams. Starting 
Price COP 4,000,000. Unsold. 

B & C Subastas. VI. Subasta de monedas, medallas y billetes de 
Colombia, Panama y Venezuela. Coleccion de medallas de Simon 
Bolivar. Bogota: B & C Subastas, Julio 10, 2009. Lot 166, RL M35.6, 
13.7 grams. Starting Price COP 2,500,000 (USD = COP 2,100). 
Realized 3,000,000 plus 10% buyer fee. 


Specimen 2 (Private Collection) 
Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 Reales, assayer A (Anuncibay); dies 3C 


Private Collection 


Commentary: Offered to me by a private seller Feb 4-5, 2001 but we could not reach 
an agreeable price. The coin was sold to a private collector in Colombia. The reverse 
shows ISPAN of HISPANIARVM REX date with the “IT” at about 4 0’clock which puts 
the H at 3 o’clock, meaning that the legend begins at 3 o’clock. This is a good die 
marker. The date, if visible would be between 12 and 3 o’clock. 

Provenance and Listings: 


Coin appeared in the market in Colombia and was sold to a private 
collector in Colombia in 2001. 

Restrepo, Jorge Emilio 2006, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2006, 1st ed., 
p. 79, M35-6. 

Restrepo 2007, 2nd ed., listed the same as in 2006 ed. 

Restrepo 2009, 3rd ed., listed the same as in 2006 ed. 

Restrepo 2012, Coins of Colombia (Spanish Colonial and Republican) 
1619-2012 (Monedas de Colombia 1619-2012) Fourth Edition — First 
English Edition, p. 76, M35-6. 
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Specimen 3 (Jean Elsen & ses Fils) 
Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 Reales, assayer A (Anuncibay); dies 3D 


Jean Elsen, Auction 105, June 12, 2010, lot 709 


ESPAGNE, Philippe IV (1621-1665), AR 4 reales, date hors flan (1650-1651), 
Madrid. Sigle A. Droit : Ecu couronné. Revers: Armes écartelées de Castille et Leon 
dans un polylobe. Ref.: C.C.T., 562-563. 13,26g. Rare. Dépot corrode au revers. Tres 

Beau (VF) € 75. 


Commentary: Note that the specimen was incorrectly described as Madrid mint. The 
coin sold to a 600 Euro bid but the coin was lost, or stolen, while in custody of the U.S. 
Postal Service. The obverse is the same die as Specimen 2 (Private Collection) and 
Specimen 4 (Sincona). The Jean Elsen specimen shows, at 6:30 o’clock, a small part 
of the ring outside the peripheral legend. 


Provenance and Listings: 
e Jean Elsen & ses Fils Auction 105 lot 709, June 12, 2010. 


Specimen 4 (Sincona) 
Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 Reales, assayer A (Anuncibay); dies 3C 


Sincona 63 lot 1317, June 8, 2020 


Lot 1317. KOLUMBIEN. Felipe lI. 1621-1665. 4 Reales o. J. (1632-1642), Santa Fe 
de Nuevo Reino. Cob type. 10.47 g. Restrepo M35-6. Selten / Rare. Schén-sehr schén 
/ Fine-very fine. Starting price: 400 CHF 
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Commentary: At 10.47 g the coin is 24% under the specified weight of 13.74 g; not 
unheard of for sea-salvaged coins. Reverse graffiti at 6 o’clock seems to read AVSON. 


Provenance and Listings 
e Sincona 63 lot 1317, June 8, 2020. 


Specimen 5 (American Numismatic Society) 
Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 Reales, assayer A (Anuncibay) 1633; dies 1B 


Silver 4 Reales of Philip IV, Bogota (Colombia), 1633. ANS 1969.222.2641. 
Provenance: Gift of P.K. Anderson 
Image: Courtesy of the American Numismatic Society 


Commentary: Obverse die same as Specimen | (Lozano). The reverse is very similar 
to Specimen | but some slight differences. 


This specimen weighs 13.648g (ANS). The obverse shows surface encrustation typical 
of salvage coins but the ANS accession date of 1969 predates the modern discovery of 
the Concepcion (the first coin was recovered in 1978). Anderson’s notes have the 
diameter as 25mm, but unfortunately his notes do not provide any prior provenance. 


Provenance and Listings 

P.K. (Paul Kenneth) Anderson (1894-1968) was a well-respected numismatist from 
Oklahoma. His collection of Spanish, Spanish colonial and cut & countermarked coins 
were bequeathed to the ANS. Among his collection is a rare Mexico City 3 reales of 
Charles & Joanna. Along with John F. Lhotka he co-authored Survey of Medieval 
Iberian Coinages. 
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Specimen 6 (Cayon) 
Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 Reales, 1632; dies 2A 
(Assayer not yet confirmed) 


Cayon, 1998: 5775a 
Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 Reales 1632 


Commentary: The assayer mark is not visible on this specimen. It could be assayer 
“P” (1627-32) or assayer “A” (1632-1642). The coin is dated 1632 which could be 
either assayer as both worked during the year 1632.'4 


This coin, and the Ponterio coin (Lasser collection) share the same reverse die as the 
Lozano coin. The Lozano coin is paired with an assayer “A” obverse die which 
suggests that both this coin and the Ponterio coin are assayer “A” but is not confirmed. 


Provenance and Listings 
e Cayon, Adolfo, Clemente Cayon and Juan Cayon. 1998. Las Monedas 
espanolas, Del tremis al euro, Del 411 a nuestros dias. Madrid: 
Distributor Jano S.L. [Cayon listing number 5775a has the date 1652.]. 


Specimen 7 (Lasser) 
Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 Reales, 1632; dies 2A 
(Assayer not yet confirmed) 


Ponterio & Associates, Joseph R. Lasser Collection 
Auction 137, N.Y.LN.C.’06, January 13 & 14, 2006 lot 377 


'4 Miguel Pinto Camargo (P) died April 22, 1632. His successor Alonso de Anuncibay (A) 
was installed March 29, 1632 (Barriga I: 56). 
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Philip IV, Santa Fe, 4 reales (circa 1627-33)-(P). Miguel Pinto Camargo. Santa Fe 
mint. Philip IV. KM-2.2; RL-M35S-4; Cal-type 125. Lions & castles transposed in 
shield. Lightly cleaned, VERY FINE. [500.-800] 


Commentary: Specimen not confirmed as assayer “A”, see commentary for Cayon 
specimen. 


Provenance and Listings 

e Joseph Lasser Collection. 

e Ponterio & Associates, N.Y.I.N.C.’06, January 13 & 14, 2006 lot 377. 

e Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. 2006. Monedas de Colombia 1619-2006, \st 
ed., p. 79, M35-4b. 

e Restrepo 2007, 2nd ed., listed the same as 2006 ed. 
Restrepo 2009, 3rd ed., listed the same as 2006 ed. 

e Restrepo 2012, Coins of Colombia (Spanish Colonial and Republican) 
1619-2012 (Monedas de Colombia 1619-2012) Fourth Edition — First 
English Edition, p. 76, M35-4b. 
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